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Court, and sent by them in order to do me honour), with
gentlemen in each. The King's coach was surrounded by my
musicians, livery servants on foot, and by officers of my house-
hold. On arriving at the open place in front of the palace, I
thought myself at the Tuileries. The regiments of Spanish
guards clad, officers and soldiers, like the French guards, and
the regiment of the Walloon guards, clad, officers and soldiers,
like the Swiss guards, were under arms; the flags waved, the
-drums beat, and the officers saluted with the half-pike. On
the way, the streets were filled with people, the shops with
-dealers and artisans, all the windows were crowded. Joy
showed itself on every face, and we heard nothing but bene-
•dictions.
The audience passed off admirably. I asked the hand of the
Infanta in marriage on the part of the King; my request was
graciously complied with, compliments passed on both sides,
and I returned to my house, well pleased with the reception I
had met with from both their Catholic Majesties.
There was still the marriage contract to be signed, a-nd this
was to take place in the afternoon.    Here was to be my great
trial, for the major-domo major and the nuncio of the Pope
*?T	were to be present at   the ceremony, and according to the
infamous and extraordinary instructions I had received from
Dubois, I was to precede them!    How was this to be done ?
i	I had to bring all my ingenuity to bear upon the subject in
\	order to determine.    In the embarrassment I felt upon this
position, I was careful to affect the most marked attention to
?	the nuncio and the major-domo major every time I met them
.and visited them, so as to take from them all idea that I wished
to precede them, when I should in reality do so.
Jl	The place the major-domo major was to occupy at this cere-
mony was behind the King's arm-chair, a little to the right, so
.as to allow room for the captain of the guards on duty; to put
;	myself there would be to take his place, and push the captain
I	of the guards away, and those near him.    The place of the
I	nuncio was at the side of the King, his face to the arm-chair;
1	to take it would have been to push him beyond the arm of the

